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The Case of the Growing Team
By Joan McDonald

^ here have been previous articles writ-
ten about the Olympic qualifying process

so I won't describe it here. In a nutshell,
64 men and 64 women qualified through
a world wide qualifying process during
1995 and the early part of 1996. Canada
qualified one spot for a male archer.

However, four men in Canada met the cri
teria set by the Canadian Olympics
Association and so there was a competi

tion in Montreal on June 15-16th to select
the one archer who would make the trip to
Atlanta. The four men were Jean Pascal
(J?) St. Arnaud and Jeannot Robilaille of
Quebec, and Kevin Sally and Rob Rusnov
of Ontario.

This two day competition was one of the
most intense weekends 1 have ever spent
Any one of those four men deserved to be
Canada's Olympian. The competitors
themselves had designed the competition.
At the end of the first day, JP St. Amaud
was eliminated. The remaining three shot

very well on Sunday, but Kevin Sally was
in "the zone" and no one was going to
catch him. At the end of the day, he
became Canada's 1996 Olympic archer
and Rob Rusnov, who was second, was
named the alternate. Jeannot Robitaille

was third.

So, Kevin and I began to prepare for the
Games. The closer they got, the more of
a zoo our life became. Kevin logged
more telephone calls in the last two weeks
of June than he normally does in a year.
Newspapers and TV called constantly and
he found it hard to even get to the practice
range.

Then we heard through the remarkably
effective archery grapevine that non the
"wild card" entries for the Olympics had
been turned down. Incredibly, at 9:30 pm
on July 5th, that wild card was awarded to
Canada. So, Rob Rusnov was added to
the Olympic Team and Jeannot became
the alternate. Everyone was thrilled.

Rob and Kevin kept practicing although
the attention they received was a little
overwhelming. One night there were 26
people at the practice range to watch them
shoot!! On July 17th we flew off to
Atlanta. We were met at the Atlanta air
port by the Canadian Olympic
Association and taken to the "Welcome
Center" at the airport where we waited in
line for 2 hours to receive our accredita

tion. This included two plastic cards
which were worn chains around our

necks. The top card contained our palm
print. When we walked through the secu
rity check, it automatically read the palm
print. Then we put our hand into a device
and if the two prints matched, then you
could proceed.

From the Welcome Center we traveled to
the Olympic Village at Georgia State
University and received our uniforms and
other clothing and settled into our rooms,
the Village was a typical university cam
pus and offered everything that anyone
could want. The Canadian Olympic
Association has a superb support staff and
organization and we had everything we

I could possibly want
i

I The next day there was a "Salute to
! Canadian Athletes" filmed by CBC for

showing before the opening ceremonies
and a Canadian Team reception at an
amazing restaurant/video game establish
ment.

When we returned at about 10 pm, I went
to my mail box to pick up any mail or
faxes that we might have received. There
was a fax from our international federa

tion, PITA. I read it once, then read it
again. Then I handed it to another team
leader to ask them what they thought it
said. I could not believe e my eyes - the
fax smd that an archer from Armenia was

unable to attend and did Canada have

another qualified archer available. Boy -
you bet we did! My problem was that the
deadline to enter the Olympics was mid
night - 1 had just two hours to contact the
technical people from the Canadian
Olympic Association and complete the
paperwork. I will not soon forget the
phone call to Jeannot in Montreal telling
him to get on a plane as fast as he could!
Jeannot Robitaille thus becomes the first

male Canadian archer to be on two

Olympic teams.

On the 19lh we got about 2 hours practice
before Kevin had to leave to have lunch
with the Prime Minister, Jean Cretien. by
6 pm we were dressed in our "parade uni
form" and off to the Fulton County
Stadium where we waited three hours for

the athletes parade in the opening cere
monies. Unfortunately, this parade was
poorly organized, which you may have
notic^ on TV, because the teams did not
enter the stadium in an organized and

orderly fashion. Canada was the 36th
team to enter and we had to wait for two
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